
Endorsements 
 

 

“Environmental Defence is supportive of end of life vehicle environmental management standard. We 
should not continue to allow hundreds of thousands of vehicles to be crushed without removing toxic 
mercury switches, ozone depleting chemicals, waste fuels, oil and other polluting substances. Given that 
the vast majority of vehicles currently find their way to a recycler thanks to the value of the steel, in this 
instance, we think it makes sense to leverage and improve these existing recycling markets and 
infrastructure.” 
 

 
Nick Parks, President and CEO for CAA, South Central Ontario, notes, “An environmental 
standards based approach to end-of-life vehicle management is consistent with the CAA’s 
overall approach to reducing the environmental impacts of automobile transportation. It 
complements our Autogreen program which provides our members with resources and choices to 
help them become more eco-friendly drivers. That the environmental standards approach means 
no new costs to automotive consumers is an added bonus.” 
 

 
“The Ontario Waste Management Association supports the end-of-life vehicle management 
system as it harnesses the entrepreneurial forces of the existing market; helps to drive waste 
diversion and innovation; and protects consumers and the environment through a common, 
enforceable environmental standard,” stated Rob Cook, Chief Executive Officer of the Ontario 
Waste Management Association.  “We need to look at new approaches like this in other areas of 
waste management to increase diversion of the over 12.5 million tonnes of waste generated 
annually in Ontario. Business-friendly initiatives like this hold much promise for increased 
investment and job creation in the recycling sector.” 
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The Honourable John Gerretsen 
Minister of the Environment 
135 St. Clair Avenue West 
12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M4V 1P5 
 
March 20th, 2009 
 
 
Re: OWMA submission regarding Blue Box Program Plan (BBPP) Review (“the Review”) 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
We are pleased to provide our comments regarding the BBPP Review on behalf of our  
219 member companies and individuals involved in the waste management industry across 
Ontario.  
 
With regard to waste diversion, OWMA members have diverse business interests creating ‘green’ 
employment and investing capital in areas such as waste and recycling collection, material 
recycling facilities, organics processing and composting and hazardous waste collection, transfer 
and recycling. OWMA member companies and the private sector directly manage over 95% of 
the Province’s industrial, commercial and institutional (IC&I) waste and recyclables and manage 
over 80% of Ontario’s residential waste and recyclables under contract to municipalities.  
 
General Comments about Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
 
The BBPP review is predicated on the assumption that EPR is the preferred approach. In theory 
EPR is designed to “internalize” the environmental and financial costs to a given producer to 
induce behavioral change that will, “…provide an incentive for broader consideration of the 
product’s environmental footprint”. 
 
In Ontario EPR is typically applied in a manner that assumes that in every case directly assigning 
producers responsibility for wastes that are associated with their products will somehow always 
change the market dynamic for the better. But in practical terms this is simply not so – in some 
cases the route to changing the producer’s behavior is an indirect one via other parties elsewhere 
in the producer’s value chain. 
 
Consider a manufacturer that generates packaging waste as a result of buying components for 
production. If the cost of managing the waste is sufficiently high it may turn to its suppliers and 
demand they package their components in another manner. Their component supplier may in turn 
demand that its packaging supplier either provide for recycling or at least share the cost of 
recycling. Failing that, the component supplier may turn to another packaging option entirely – an 
example of induced EPR that is commonplace in the industrial and commercial sector.   
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“Summerhill Impact is extremely supportive of an environmental standard for vehicle recycling”, 
states Fatima Crerar, Managing Director of Summerhill Impact, adding, “Our extensive 
experience with early vehicle retirement programs provides every indication that this 
collaborative model is the right approach to ensure vehicles are responsibly decommissioned and 
that recycling and reuse of parts is maximized. We are keen to see this approach rolled-out 
across the country.” 

 
 
“The Recycling Council of Ontario supports the need for an environmental standard for vehicle 
recycling” states Jo-Anne St. Godard Executive Director of the Recycling Council of Ontario, 
adding, “Operational standards are a critical element of any waste diversion program and to be 
effective proper oversight and accountability measures are necessary to ensure that any business 
receiving ELV for decommissioning is adhering to those standards.”  
 

 
University of Windsor researcher, Dr. Susan Sawyer-Beaulieu, who has been studying end-of-life vehicle 
recycling in Canada comments that “implementing a standards based system for ELV management will 
improve the sectors competitiveness and performance. Extended producer responsibility exist around the 
world for automobiles, but it needs to be implemented in an intelligent and organized fashion. Proper 
vehicle retirement can have a net environmental benefit.”  

 


